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Updates for BIA Members - Wednesday, August 25, 2021

Development Updates
Civic Square Proposal: Check out https://www.engagestc.ca/jamesstreet for
further community consultation opportunities and project updates.

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

The downtown has seen successful momentum with regards to residential
development serving all demographics:
Permits have been issued and ground has been broken for a 19 storey
attainable and market rental building at 57 Carlisle Street;
Site plan approval is imminent for a 30 storey market condominium
building at 88 James Street, adjacent to the library;
Building permits have been issued and construction is underway for an
office to residential conversation at 1 St. Paul Street;
Building permits have been issued and construction is underway for a
high-end condominium at 77 Yates Street; and
Building permits have been issued and construction is underway for an
upscale residential retirement complex on Ontario Street.

In June of this year, staff reported to Council on the many revitalization
initiatives underway in the downtown.
Revitalization Initiatives

Ground Breaking Ceremony for Carlisle
Square Tower
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August 31st, 2021 Nickel Developments will be breaking ground to spotlight the
development at 57 Carlisle Street.
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Construction Updates
To find general information on the City’s construction projects which have been
identified in a City Capital Budget, there is a “construction map” on the City’s
website. This is the easiest ways to check on major construction projects.
The 2021 construction program also includes a sidewalk replacement on King
Street at Tim Hortons and sidewalk modifications to create 2 accessible parking
spots on St. Paul Street (at Silver Spire Church) with the City’s sidewalk
contract (just completed) and an already finished resurfacing (repaving) of the
St. Paul Street / William Street intersection. A crosswalk signal & signage at the
St. Paul Street & William Street intersection may also be installed.
Regarding future construction in the downtown area:
Watermains:
About 50% of downtown area watermains have been upgraded to the current
standard pipe material, including all of Ontario Street, all of St. Paul St, all of
Church St., all of Carlisle Street, and King Street from Carlisle to Church. The
remaining existing cast iron watermains although old, generally do not have
high watermain break rates. Hence the City’s watermains will be
recommended for replacement as coordinated projects with other construction
are identified or if private redevelopment requires an increase in water supply
which has not been previously anticipated. Niagara Region has replaced all of
the Region’s trunk watermains in the past 10 years. Niagara Region does have
a trunk watermain replacement project scheduled this fall in the Glenridge area;
south of Hwy 406.
Sewers:
Most of the commercial downtown area is fully serviced with original combined
sewers (for sanitary sewage) and newer storm relief sewers. Generally only
sewer spot repairs are anticipated rather than full length replacements. A few
new storm sewer extensions may be identified on individual blocks as
opportunities for coordinated works arise. Most of the future storm sewer
extensions will be on the more residential streets of downtown. For example, a
half of one block of Lake Street is proposed to get a new storm sewer in 2022
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in conjunction with 3 blocks of roadworks noted below.
Past Issues
Roadworks:
James Street (St. Paul St. to Church St.) has been identified for road
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rehabilitation in the City’s pavement management software. However, the Civic
Square Proposal for the Church Street to King Street block have evolved over
the past years which could lead to major road reconstruction, so road
resurfacing was delayed there. As the St. Paul Street to King Street block
should ideally be constructed at the same time as the King Street to Church
Street block, the first block has also been delayed. The existing sidewalks in
the first block were anticipated to be replaced to match the new St. Paul Street
streetscaping (all concrete with the dark grey band behind the curb); assuming
a future environmental assessment for King to Church do not determine
something different is preferred for both blocks.
Lake Street (Ontario St. to Welland Ave/James Street intersection) is
scheduled for road reconstruction in 2022 including sidewalk replacement and
watermain replacement, sanitary sewer repairs and a short storm sewer
extension. These blocks were subject to an environmental assessment which
was finalized after public consultation.
Gale Crescent (east of Geneva Street) has been identified for an
environmental assessment to determine the scope of roadworks and new
sidewalks for that street. Construction may proceed in 2023 subject to the
progress of the EA and utility relocations.
Geneva Street (Church St. to Welland Ave.) is anticipated to require road
resurfacing within the next 3 years. We do not anticipate major reconfiguration
of the roadway.
For the rest of the downtown streets, City staff rely on the City’s pavement
management software to determine when it is optimal to rehabilitate the
existing pavements and how. In most cases the pavement management
software will recommend road resurfacing. Major road reconfigurations,
beyond James Street / Civic Square initiative, are not anticipated by City
staff. The Region’s next focus is St. Paul Street West; west of the Burgoyne
Bridge closer to the CN/Go train station. MTO currently has their Hwy 406 /
Geneva Street off ramp closed (until approx. July 2022) for bridge replacement
and will be restricting lanes and ramps during a Highway 406 / Fourth Ave
interchange rehab in early 2022.
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In general sidewalks are inspected annually for high priority spot repairs or may
be replaced when coordinated with other construction.
City’s Parking Lots:
The Garden Park Parking lot is approaching its end of life and will likely be the
next City parking lot staff recommend for rehabilitation. When it is
reconstructed, it will be subject to a public process to help determine how it
could be reconfigured.
Montebello Park:
The existing play structure will be replaced in 2021. A construction tender has
been awarded.

Pingstreet App
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Pingstreet provides location-based information for municipalities across
Ontario. This app allows you to report problems, check on road work, follow the
Cities meetings and events, and more.
Ping Street App

Marketing - Ongoing
Have any events coming up you would like us to advertise for?
Please fill out the form below, email or call us at 905-685-8424
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Resources for Businesses
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